caution, or you may find yourself in a dilemma with the Heads of the Church.5'
"I have no fear of that/' said Brother John. "I am ready with a most orthodox profession of faith, and a most sturdy denial, or penitential retraction, of any errors that may be charged against me. I have tried it more than once, and have been always not only absolved, but extolled and honoured as a pillar of the faith."
"You may try it once too often, Brother John," said the Abbot. " But what is this new riddle of yours, which seems to be nonsense, about walls surviving their foundation?"
"Their foundation is faith," said Brother John. "The walls will be standing, when the faith has departed. I have been a Crusader and a Pilgrim. I have seen many temples of the old world, without a single votary of the divinities to whom they were raised."
"They were false divinities," said the Abbot.
"All is one for that," said Brother John. "True or false, after a lapse of centuries, the result will be the same. I have seen Pagan temples become Christian churches, and Christian churches become Mohammedan mosques. That which has been is that which shall be. There is nothing new under the sun."
[ 199] explained, there is always a touch
